LAST-MINUTE WELCOMING TIPS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Eve might be a holiday …
But the Welcoming Congregation doesn't take time off until after it's done. Remember that unchurched people are very receptive to coming to church on Christmas Eve. Embrace the opportunity for them to come to
yours. Plan for these important, but sometimes overlooked, elements of welcoming on Christmas Eve:


If your church office closes early for the holiday, ask some loyal volunteers to answer the phones that
afternoon and evening. People without a church home may decide at the last minute to get out to worship that night. A human (not a machine) taking people's calls to find out about your worship times can
also answer other questions, provide driving directions, and issue a warm and caring invitation.



Enlist parking attendants to serve that night and help manage the traffic. Newcomers will be especially
unsure of where to park and how to get inside. Remember that the all-important first 10 minutes of contact with newcomers includes their parking experiences. If your church building has multiple parking lots
and entrances, get some parking helpers to be sidewalk greeters, pointing the way toward other friendly
faces.



Remember to schedule ushers and greeters to serve on Christmas Eve. We get so focused on Sundays
that we sometimes forget those evening events, but Christmas Eve is too important to throw together at
the last minute. Be sure that the greeters and ushers watch for new faces and make introductions to others in the congregation.



Remind the congregation to greet old friends, who may be home for the holidays, AFTER they practice
the "Rule of Three." (The "Rule of Three" covers the first three minutes after the service ends - a prime
time for newcomers to dash for the door. Talk only to people you don't know during those three minutes,
so you can welcome a newcomer before he or she leaves.) In the welcoming congregation, old friends will
understand the importance of making new friends and will wait to be addressed.



Schedule childcare helpers! Of all times to have reliable, planned childcare help, this is it! You will have
newcomers with children, so be ready for them. Remember to mention childcare in your publicity and
your evening worship program.
—UMC.ORG
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Next year is a Leap Year. We can start planning for that extra full day anytime now. And, we can brace
ourselves for Christmas on a Sunday! (I can hear it now; what, you mean we are having worship on
Christmas?) Perhaps I am looking too far into the future, so let’s just stick with some thoughts about
this year, and the day on which we celebrate the birth of Christ, a Friday.
For those who observe weekly rhythms of prayers and liturgies Friday has special meaning as a regular
reminder of Good Friday. It is a typical fast day, and daily prayers frequently reference the cross. Just
as Sundays are always “the Lord’s Day” or little Easters, Fridays keep us honest about the narrative of
Christianity by recalling the self-giving love of God.
Christmas on a Friday has a paradoxical quality that should not be ignored. While Jesus was born into
the world as an innocent baby, he grew into a dangerous adult who was sentenced to death for daring
to challenge the powers of his day. We dare not sentimentalize him, as that would reduce him to mere
victimhood. His mission, to transform life, was a deliberate, calculated, risky venture. It led to death,
but not the triumph of death. No, this death shows the way to life.
Christians seem to look for new ways to tell the story and interpret it to new generations. But there is
no way to improve on the original. If we want to honor Christ through this year’s observances and traditions, we will do it by keeping the cradle and the cross together. Their inseparable nature tells the
story of God’s great love.
Christmas Blessings,
Janine

PLEASE PRAY FOR…Bobby Shively, retired LP, recovering from back surgery; Lisa Westmoreland, spouse of
Rev. David Westmoreland (Stanleytown) recovering from back surgery; Rev. Judy Short (East Franklin) recovering from hip surgery; Rev. Jimmy Calhoun (Mount Olivet) will have surgery in Roanoke on December 11th;
the family of Earl Dickerson, who died Nov. 21. Mr. Dickerson is grandfather to Samantha Wilds, spouse of
Rev. Kameron Wilds (Smith Memorial). Ella Wickham, spouse of Rev. Charles Wickham (Trinity); Mary Anne
Mackey-Wisor, spouse of Rev. Bill Mackey-Wisor (Watson Memorial), with diagnosis of pneumonia.
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HOPE OF THE WORLD
Matthew 12:21 NLT “And his name will be the hope of all the world.”
It is December, and the Christmas season is officially open and moving forward. It is Jesus whose birth was foretold. It is Jesus that the names have
been talked about and shared. The verse above calls our Savior “the hope of all the world”. The key word
there is HOPE. Jesus is our hope.
There are many different angles on the concept of Hope and the person of Hope. As you read the following
verses chart in your mind who Jesus is as the Hope of the world.
Psalm 9:18 NLT “... the needy will not be ignored forever; the hopes of the poor will not always be crushed.”
Psalm 33:20 NLT “We put our hope in the Lord. He is our help and our shield.”
Lamentations 3:24 NLT “I say to myself, “The Lord is my inheritance; therefore, I will hope in him!”
Romans 5:5 NLT “And this hope will not lead to disappointment. For we know how dearly God loves us, because he has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with his love.”
Ephesians 1:18 NLT “I pray that your hearts will be flooded with light so that you can understand the confident hope he has given to those he called—his holy people who are his rich and glorious inheritance.”
2 Thessalonians 2:16 NLT
“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and
by his grace gave us eternal comfort and a wonderful hope…”
Hebrews 6:19 NLT “This hope is a strong and trustworthy anchor for our souls. It leads us through the curtain into God’s inner sanctuary.”
Hebrews 10:23 NLT “Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God can be trusted to
keep his promise.”
The concept and the truth of HOPE is incredible. Literally truth is a person whose name is Jesus. By knowing
hope, really knowing Jesus, our lives will be much stronger and much different.
1 Timothy 5:5 NLT
“Now a true widow, a woman who is truly alone in this world, has placed her hope in God. She prays night
and day, asking God for his help.”
Like that lady who sees no hope she begs God for help. It is time for us as followers of Jesus to beg God to
give His hope to more and more people as we live with more hope than we’ve ever had before.
Jesus is our hope, the hope of the world!
—Michael Harrison e-devotion
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SEEKING REFUGE ACROSS THE SEA

Photojournalist Paul Jeffrey has heard stories from a number of refugees making their way through Europe
in recent months while documenting the faith-based response to their plight.
But the United Methodist missionary still had not visited the place where many had started their arduous
journey.
“This element of crossing the sea is an important part of the story,” he explained. “I wanted to go and document myself.” So, at the end of October, he spent nearly a week on Lesbos. On some days, more than 3,000
people arrive by sea at this small Greek island, Jeffrey said, while additional boats head to other Greek islands. During one week this October, a record 56,000-plus migrants and refugees crossed the Mediterranean
from Turkey to Greece, despite worsening weather. “Greece is incredibly overwhelmed, that’s the bad
news,” Jeffrey told United Methodist News Service. “But the good news is this flowering of solidarity from
the grass roots.”
The real heroes—The solidarity flows from volunteers, from Greece and elsewhere, who, in some cases, literally rescue the refugees as they wash ashore. The sea journey begins in Turkey, but the passengers come
from places like Syria, Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran.
Those volunteers — local fishermen and farmers, Spanish lifeguards — are the real heroes, Jeffrey reported.
Volunteers wade into water to bring those in the boats to safety, offer dry clothes, space blankets, food and
water and then help get the refugees to a registration center.
(continued on page 5)

FROM AROUND THE DISTRICT:
Basic and Advanced Lay Servant classes hosted by Stokesland UMC (212 Murphy Circle, Danville) January 7,
14, 21,28 from 6:30 -9:00 pm each night. Basic class will be taught by Bob Huffman. Advanced class, “Aging
and Ministry in the 21st Century”, will be taught by Sarah Doss. Stokesland To register, contact Sarah Doss at
<sydgirl.doss@gmail.com> ; cutoff for registration is December 30th. Cost is $20/person/class.
The next Danville District Choctaw Mission trip will be June 3-June 11, 2016. The cost is $500/person which
covers travel to and from Mississippi, all food during the trip and all mission materials to do the work of the
team. Souvenir money will be the responsibility of the individual. Contact Rev. Steve Weedling for more information at <revweedling@ymail.com>
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(continued from page 4)

“Without the volunteers, this would be an incredible disaster,” he declared.
One day, Jeffrey watched, as he recounted in a letter to his supporting congregations, as Nabil Minas, a
Christian from Syria, carried his children to the shore, kissed the ground, crossed himself and gave everyone
nearby a wet hug.
As silly as it may sound, Jeffrey said, hugs are an important part of the welcome to Greece. Some people are
scared when they arrive, are crying or shaking, and often the volunteers just hold them so they can feel safe
and not quite so alone. “When they’re crossing the Agean and coming into Greece, that’s the first step for
them,” he noted. “It’s an incredibly emotional time.”
Dangerous crossings--If volunteers are the heroes along the shores of Lesbos, the villains, Jeffrey asserted,
are the Turkish smugglers who charge large sums to provide boats across the Aegean Sea and expect refugees to pilot the boats after “a crash course in how to steer.” It’s a frightening experience that can end badly. Jeffrey waited with some local fishers who found the body “of what appeared to be an Afghan boy of
about 8 years of age” until some volunteers arrived to cover it.
“Of all the people I encountered, one image I can’t get out of my head is that of a Syrian girl whose parents
had taped pieces of Styrofoam to her body,” Jeffrey wrote in his letter. “In case the cheap inflatable vest
provided by the Turkish traffickers didn’t suffice in keeping her afloat in the event their boat capsized, the
Styrofoam would supposedly help. Such measures underscored for me the desperate nature of this migration.”
While there has been much reporting of the current migration to Europe, Jeffrey suggested that faith-based
organizations could work with refugees to document their stories. It could help dispel any notion, he said,
that most are just looking for a handout. “Being a refugee has nothing to do with your economic status,” he
explained. “It has to do with fleeing a situation of violence or oppression.”
Young Syrian men, for example, have decided to leave rather than join the government’s army or be recruited by the Islamic State. “There are reasons that men of military age are leaving,” Jeffrey said. “It’s an underground railroad of sorts.”
Jeffrey posted images and commentary on his Facebook account throughout his stay on Lesbos. As he was
preparing to leave the island on Nov. 3, he reflected on how the refugees he met graciously let him “into
their lives at a difficult moment,” thanking him as he took a photo. “Most of all they
gave me an example of courage, of loving their families enough to risk their lives to
seek a place where their kids won't be bombed,” he wrote. “I wish them all well. May
they find what they are seeking.”
-- Linda Bloom
Nov. 19, 2015 | NEW YORK (UMNS)

Zoya Hameed, a physician from the United Kingdom, hugs Hanin, a
frightened Syrian refugee girl, on a beach near Molyvos, on the
Greek island of Lesbos, on Oct 30, 2015. Photo by Paul Jeffrey.
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HIGHLIGHTS OF DANVILLE DISTRICT CONFERENCE
On Sunday, November 22, 2015, the 146th annual session of the Danville District Conference began with worship at Rocky Mount UMC. Bishop Young Jin Cho preached on “Going Deeper” using Luke 5:1-11. District Superintendent, the Rev. Dr. Janine Howard, introduced Nury Janania, Friends of Barnabas Program Director for
Honduras. Nury expressed deep appreciation to the Danville District for their medical mission work in her
country.
An offering was received, totaling $1,357, and will be split between Friends of Barnabas and the Henry Fork
Service Center. Following Communion, Janine Howard convened the District Conference. Bobby Thompson,
District Lay Leader spoke briefly about the blessing he received as he traveled throughout the District during
the Charge Conference season.
The District Treasurer, Ellen Wood, reported the 2014 audit had been completed and presented the proposed
2016 budget for approval. The voting members approved the budget.
The slate of officers and the District at-large delegates for Annual Conference were approved. A resolution to
discontinue the District Board of Trustees was presented and approved by the members present. Janine
Howard commissioned the Church Transformation Team and the District Conference was adjourned.
2016 VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT-LARGE DANVILLE DISTRICT DELEGATES
Bobby Thompson—Adult, District Lay Leader
Emma Hale—Youth, Fairview UMC
Dwain Severs—Adult, President, District United Methodist Men Matthew Withers—Youth, First UMC
Blake Mitchell—Youth, Fairview UMC
Lia Haskins—Youth, Trinity UMC
Lindsey Lumley—Young Adult, Rocky Mount UMC
Juli O’dell—Young Adult, Fairview UMC
Sandra S Fulcher—Adult, District Administrative Assistant
Hannah Hale—Youth, Fairview UMC
Ellen Wood—Adult, District Treasurer
Debbie Fox—Adult, Moseley Memorial
Emma Johnston—Young Adult, Brosville UMC
Madison Williams—Youth, Stuart UMC
We still have room for 3 more At-Large
Marge Bumstead—Adult, Bassett Memorial UMC
and 6 more Alternates.
David Payne—Adult, Grace Design UMC
If you are interested, please email the
Joshua Banks—Young Adult, Rocky Mount UMC
office at DanvilleDistrict@vaumc.org
Alice Shelton—Adult, Watson Memorial UMC

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT CONCERNING
NEWSLETTER MAILING
By the end of January 2016, we will begin weekly
news emails that can be printed for use in your
churches. A suggestion would be to print one for
your bulletin boards or lift pertinent news items
for use in your bulletins. This should be seen as a
cost effective way to put out information in the
District. If you want to be included in the weekly
digital mailing, please send request to the District
office at DanvilleDistrict@vaumc.org

FUSION 16 YOUTH RETREAT
The Farmville, Danville, and Lynchburg Districts invite
youth groups to the Fusion 16 retreat, February 2628, 2016 at Eagle Eyrie Retreat Center. The cost per
person is $110. Worship will be led by students from
the Wesley Foundation at Virginia Tech as we explore
what it means to be unique individuals created by
God within the Body of Christ. There will be small
group time, mission project with Stop Hunger Now,
and more. Registration forms and more information
can be found at fusionretreat.org
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WARMING SHELTER OPENS
The greater Bassett area of Henry County has 4.9% of its residents living below 50% of the poverty level. The
average for the entire state is 4.3%. Residents with income below the National poverty level in the 2013 statistics was 17.8% where the state average was 9.6%. The conception that many of these residents and those
who are homeless and not counted in the above statistics will not have adequate or any shelter from the extreme winter temperatures is real and substantial. Bassett Memorial UMC (2805 Riverside Drive in Bassett)
has decided to actively address this issue. Beginning this winter the church will join with the Salvation Army in
Martinsville, to open its doors for a Winter Warming Shelter when the temperatures are sustainable at 32
degrees or below. During this time both Warming Shelters will be open at 7pm with intakes until 9pm. The
participants will be fed a warm meal and given a warm place to rest. All participants will be required to leave
the shelter by 8am.
The surrounding community is asked to consider participating in this
endeavor. Donations of meals, volunteering time to monitor the shelters and financial donations are all. The Bible tells us it is our duty and
commission as Christians to take care of the poor and helpless. Our
goal should be serving others before ourselves, and this includes taking
care of those less fortunate. In I Corinthians 12:28, the apostle Paul
writes, “And God has appointed in the church first apostles, second
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helping,
administrating, and various kinds of tongues.” This list includes helping
others and especially those in need. In other words, we are all called to
exercise the gifts that we have been given, and helping those less fortunate is one of the top ones on the list. Please prayerfully consider
how you and your congregation can assist this worthwhile cause. It will
take all of us as Christians working as “One in Christ” to make this a success.
You may contact the Volunteer Coordinator, Sharon Peters, anytime at 276-734-5882 for more information
or to volunteer your help. We hope that you will want to exemplify, as we do, that Christians care about their
neighbors and community and its needs; that we are willing to give of ourselves to help those who cannot
help themselves. Donations of gloves, hats and scarves will be welcomed. Thank you for your prayers and
help with this project.

Winter Warming Shelters Board Members; Michael Harrison, Pastor - Community Fellowship Church
Sharon Peters, Volunteer Coordinator, Bassett Memorial UMC
Bradley Long, Pastor - Forrest Hills Presbyterian Church
Lt. George Keith, Core Officer – Salvation Army Post Martinsville
All donations go directly to the shelter needs and will not used for the normal operating costs of the
church. Please make checks payable to: Winter Warming Shelters and mail to:
Winter Warming Shelter Admin. Office c/o Community Fellowship Church, P.O. Box 388,
Collinsville, Virginia 24078.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

THIS WILL BE THE LAST PRINT PUBLISHED NEWSLETTER.
WEEKLY NEWS WILL BE AVAILABLE BY EMAIL.

DECEMBER
12
Cabinet meeting, Danville District
14-19 Clergy Supervisory Interviews
23-25 Office closed for Christmas
28-Jan 1 Office closed—Sandra on vacation
JANUARY 2016
4-7
Clergy Supervisory Interviews
12-14 Cabinet meeting, Conference Center
19-21 Clergy Supervisory Interviews
27
Clergy Supervisory Interviews
FEBRUARY
10
Ash Wednesday
15-18 Cabinet meeting
MARCH
14-17
25
27
28

Cabinet meeting
Office closed for Good Friday
Easter Sunday
Office closed for Easter Monday

FROM JANINE AND SANDRA
“OUR WISH FOR YOU
DURING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON
JOY, PEACE AND LOVE”
DANVILLE DISTRICT OFFICE

